
A few practical thoughts that might be a help as you seek to serve those 
around you. Look beyond what is being done for you and see what YOU can 
do to serve others. Seek to serve, not be served.  

1. See the need. 
Take a moment and look around. You will see that we are living in a world 
that carries a great need. Too many times, young and old alike cannot see 
the need because of the distractions of the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
We might be more concerned about our status on social networking sites. 
When we take time to see what is really happening around us, we will real-
ize that there is something greater and more deserving of our attention. 
 

2. Seize the opportunity. 
You only have the opportunity to be a teenager once, yet you do not have to 
wait until your adult life to start serving God. When you open your Bible, you 
will be amazed by the number of young people that God used for His work. 
Did you know that, even today, God will place people in your path to which 
you can be a blessing? When these opportunities arise, seize them!
0000000000. 
“Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand 
to do it.” (Proverbs 3:27) 
 

3. Serve gladly. 
“Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing” (Psalm 100:2). 
Our greatest example, Jesus Christ, “came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister.” What a privilege it is to serve the Lord, serve Him cheerfully and 
happily. Serving the Lord is not a right; it is a privilege. Let me ask you—
what kind of spirit do you have when you serve?  
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Robert Raikes was a pioneer of the Sunday school movement, although he did not start the first 
Sunday School. Some already existed such as that founded by Hannah Ball in High Wycombe 
which is the first documented known case. 
The movement started with a school for boys in the slums. Raikes had been involved with those 
incarcerated at the county jail at that time. He saw schooling as the best intervention. The best 
available time was Sunday as the boys were often working in the factories the other six days. The 
best available teachers were lay people. The textbook was the Bible, and the originally intended 
curriculum started with learning to read and then progressed to the catechism.  
Raikes used the paper to publicize the schools and bore most of the cost in the early years. The 
movement began in July 1780 in the home of a Mrs. Meredith. Only boys attended, and she heard 
the lessons of the older boys who coached the younger. Later, girls also attended. Within two 
years, several schools opened in and around Gloucester. He published an account on November 
3, 1783 of Sunday schools in his paper, and later word of the work spread through magazines. 
The original schedule for the schools, as written by Raikes was "The children were to come after 
ten in the morning, and stay till twelve; they were then to go home and return at one; and after 
reading a lesson, they were to be conducted to Church. After Church, they were to be employed in 
repeating the catechism till after five, and then dismissed, with an injunction to go home without 
making a noise." 
There were disputes about the movement in the early years. The schools were derisively called 
"Raikes' Ragged School". Criticisms raised included that it would weaken home-
based religious education, that it might be a desecration of the Sabbath, and that 
Christians should not be employed on the Sabbath. Some leading ecclesiastics—
among them Bishop Samuel Horsely—opposed them on the grounds that they 
might become subservient to purposes of political propaganda. "Sabbatarian       
disputes" in the 1790s led many Sunday schools to cease their teaching of writing. 
Notwithstanding all this, Adam Smith gave the movement his 
strongest commendation: "No plan has promised to effect a change 
of manners with equal ease and simplicity since the days of the 
Apostles." 
By 1831, Sunday schools in Great Britain were teaching weekly 
1,250,000 children, approximately 25 percent of the population. As 
these schools preceded the first state funding of schools for the 
general public, they are seen as the forerunners of the current          
English school system.  

Men of Faith - Robert Raikes  

Ten Principles for  
Biblical Living    
By Dr. Don Sisk      
Hardcover $10.95 

Rufus and Ryan books  
By Kathleen Bostrom      
Hardcover $3.95 ea. 

Be Still My Soul - 90 Day 
Devotional for Ladies   
By Mrs. Theresa Martinez    
Softcover $10.95 
 

Ebenezer “Ben” Oguntuase was born and raised in Lagos, Nigeria, the largest city on the continent of Africa. The oldest of 

seven children, Ben trusted Jesus Christ as his personal Savior and followed the Lord in scriptural baptism as a teenager in 

Lagos. He obtained a degree in physical therapy and worked in Greece for a couple of years before coming to the United 

States in 1993. Mary Oguntuase also grew up in Nigeria’s capitol city of Lagos. Like her future husband, Mary was saved 

and scripturally baptized as a teenager. She would attend Oyo State College of Arts and Science before finishing her              

education at the University of Trondheim and the University of Oslo in Norway, where she earned a degree in international 

relations. Ben and Mary first met in 1984 when he was attending a physical therapy conference at her college, Oyo State. 

They were married on October 24, 1991, after Mary returned from college in Norway. Mary was able to join her husband in 

the United States a year after him in 1994. That same year, they were invited to Mainland Baptist Church by fellow Nigerian 

James Aboderin. Ben and Mary were impressed by the preaching and teaching of God’s word from the King James Bible, 

the salvation by grace through faith message, as well as the multicultural environment. They quickly became members and 

got involved in the bus ministry. Mary, whose life Bible verse is Phil 4:13, is the Egg Harbor 

Township bus captain. The couple has also served the Lord singing in the choir, teaching  

Sunday school and Wednesday night Masters Club. Ben, whose life Bible verse is Phil 4:19 

and favorite hymn is “How Great Thou Art,” has been a church deacon for many years. The 

Oguntuases have been blessed with five wonderful children, Ayo, Ola, Tola, Lola, and Toye. 

They are all saved, baptized and members of Mainland Baptist. Ben and Mary testify that they 

“love Mainland Baptist Church” and praise God, “How Great Thou Art!”  
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“ Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 

to dwell together in unity” - Psalm 133:1  
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8.5  Bus Worker’s BBQ 

8.6  Teen/College & Career          

       Takeover Service 

8.9   Absecon Manor  

8.10   Pastors and Deacons Meeting 
  

8.14-18   Junior Summer Camp 

                @ Camp Calvary  

8.18   Keenager’s Event 

8.19   Couple’s Activity  

8.24   CBA Parent Teacher Orientation              

 - 7:00 pm 

Early in life most of us realize that the world does not revolve around us.  It took some of us a little 
longer to realize this, because we were spoiled by our parents.  All through life we have to know our 
role and how it relates to other people.  The fact that we are all basically selfish does not make this 
matter easy.  This was exhibited in the very first family when Cain killed his brother Abel.  However, 
because of the love we experience with God through Christ, He wants us to have Godly relationships 
with other people and especially with fellow brothers and sisters in God's family.  The Bible is full of 
guidance and encouragement of how to do this.  Not only that, but in a troubled world the testimony of 
the scriptures say, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in             
unity!” (Psalm 133:1). 
 
Many Christians search in vain for this kind of fellowship.  It only comes when God and His truth are 
so elevated in our lives that His cause drives out individual differences and preferences.  The world 
knows nothing like the precious unity that God gives through the Holy Spirit.  The best part is that the 
believer will spend eternity in a sin free environment in the presence of the King without the               
interference of Satan.  However, there are pockets here on earth where the brethren dwell together in 
unity, it is pleasant, and God should get the glory for it.  Lord, help your people in all their relationships 
to experience your Kingship in their lives.  It is pleasant. 
 
This month we will look at Biblical love and how the Lord wants us to have Godly relationships. Think 
of all the ugly relationships in the world and what Christ has given us.  For those who are saved, the 
greatest of all relationships began when we were born into the family of God through salvation.  This is 
eternal. 



Jr. Summer Camp  
@ Camp Calvary  
August 14 - 18 

For kids grades 3rd -6th   
 

Cost: $275 for the week 

youth ministry  

Celebrating                
all Summer                
Birthdays! 

(June, July, August) 
 

Sunday, August 6 @ 9:30 am 

Teen/College               
Takeover Service 

Sunday, August 6 @ 6:00 pm 

 

Most people are familiar with this story, but allow me to refresh your memory.  A man is brought into a hospital room.  He is there to         
recover from an accident that has left him possibly blinded. With bandages covering his eyes, the world is dark and devoid of hope.  To 
make matters worse, he has a roommate. The roommate’s bed is by the only window in the room.  While the sightless patient retreats 
further into his own world, the roommate begins to talk to him.   

He tells his blinded friend of what he can see outside the window.  There is a park, and there is life outside that hospital room.  As the 
days pass, events in everyday life are described to the man who cannot see them for himself.  These daily talks and descriptions become 
a lifeline to the blinded man. The men talk and become friends.  After several weeks, the man by the window loses the battle with his           
illness.  When the nurses come to clean and take away the bedding, the sightless man is told of his friends passing.  After a few             
moments, he asks the nurse to please tell him what she sees in the park outside.  Surprised the nurse replies that there is no park outside 
the window; there isn’t anything to see.  For the window faces a brick wall. 

This story has been around for many years.  It has been used for a sermon illustration, in books, and is even on Facebook. The men’s 
names change, sometimes there is no window while other times it faces a brick wall, but the message is always the same.  One man 
chooses to make a difference however long he could in the life of another.  A stranger, and still he made a decision to be a help.  

Proverbs 3:27 says, Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it. 

My question is not a difficult one. Who could you help?  What is in the power of your hand to do?  Could you make a meal for a family, 
have someone over to your house for a dessert night, or bring someone a Starbucks coffee? Could you help paint a room or tell a young 
mom she is doing a good job?  Could you offer a young couple a date night while you watch their kids? None of these things are              
life-changing, but to that one person or family you choose to help it could change their day and encourage their spirit.  Never doubt your 
ability to make a difference.  Ask the Holy Spirit to lay the who and what on your heart.  So I ask you again, what is in the power of your 
hand to do? 

“Look for Ways to Help Someone!”  
                                                                    by Miriam Chung (North Valley Baptist Church) 

Birthdays &                        
Anniversaries 

 

Family & Friends  

Wednesday, August 30 
 

Part One - 5:30 pm 
Snack Break - 6:30-7:00 pm  

Part Two - 7:00 - 8:00 pm 

Paint Night  
 

Saturday, August 19 
 

*more details to follow 

Special Guest Speaker 
Evangelist Dr. Wendell Calder  

Sunday, August 27 
@ 6:00 pm  

Wendell Calder was a pastor for 16 
years. He is the Founder of Local Church 

Evangelism, a ministry offering              
evangelism and teaching to local    

churches. He also traveled internationally 
as an evangelist and Bible teacher.  

8.1 Alex & Marisol Serrano 
8.4 Connie Baals 
8.5 Alberto Golidan 
8.7 Noemi Jimenez 
 Jeannie Torres 
8.12 Patti & Kenneth Zane  
 Don Applegate 
8.17 Ruth Garris  
 John Baals  
8.19 Lorenzo & Evelyn Guimapang 
 Gary McCay  

8.20 Mary Oguntuase  
8.21 Art & Christine Salvatore  
 Ayo & Adebisi Olaniyan 
8.22 James & Toro Aboderin  
8.23 Maggie Breedlove 
 Victoria Nelson 
8.27 Miranda Bucci 
8.28 Philip Mynes 
 Jose & Jeannie Torres  
8.30 Amanda Sanchez 
8.31 Phil & Esther Hooper  

In just a few short weeks, we will begin the school year. With 
the close of summer on our heels, it’s hard to think that, in a 

few weeks, these lazy days will be gone. It can be daunting for student and teacher 
alike to think of all that must be accomplished in the first few hours of the morning, 
when both are used to a slower pace. Perhaps the following    suggestions will be a 
help as you and your students prepare for another year of school: 
1. Start adjusting the wake-up time to get you and your child ready for school. For 
example, if John and Sally need to be up by 7:00 for school, start by moving their 
current wake-up time a few minutes every few days until they’re ready for that   
earlier start. 
2. Label their items. It is quite humorous the number of times I have told a student, 
“This is your sweater/lunchbox/jacket” only to have him or her tell me “Umm… no, 
Mrs. Chung, I don’t have anything like that.” This is when I tell the student that it is 
indeed his or her sweater/lunchbox/jacket because “your mom wrote your name on 
it.” Smart mom! 
3. Have one place for the backpacks and other school items. Wise is the person 
who said, “A place for everything and everything in its place!” 
You can imagine how it will end-the backpack is in the bedroom or closet or outside 
or maybe still at school in the classroom. Remember-“a place for everything…” 
The start of the school year is such an amazing time. It signals the end of          
summer and the beginning of another year of growth for the students. You know, I 
think I will buy those pencils after all.  
 

Back to School Suggestions 
By Miriam Chung -Teacher-North Valley Baptist School   

Couple’s ActivityCouple’s Activity  


